
Factoring

Greatest Common Factor:  Always check for a GCF first!

Grouping: Try when there are 4 (or any even number of) terms



Reverse FOIL:  Try when there are 3 terms

1)  If the leading coefficient is one:

Find two numbers that multiply to the last term and add to the 

middle coefficient

2)  If the leading coefficient in not one:

Trial and Error method or Reverse FOIL



Difference of Squares:  Try if there are 2 terms (it must be subtraction!)

Sum or Difference of Cubes:  Try if there are 2 terms 






